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Higher Ground Youth Center is a project of Higher Ground a Resource Center, a non-profit 501c3 organization whose vision is to see our 
community invest in each other to build a resource center that will leave a legacy for the generations to come. 

Higher Ground Youth Center’s mission is to Reach, Transform, Elevate students’ academic success and positive identity to build leaders in the community. 
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Your support help Higher Ground take top medals in New Mexico 
State Tournament 

Higher Ground’s jujutsu team took 7 students to a New Mexico Jujutsu tournament 
hosted by Combat Sports Club. With over 250 competitors present, Higher Ground’s 
team took everyone by surprise with an impressive 10 wins, 9 of which came by a 
form of submission (the equivalent of a knock out in boxing). We took 2 gold 
medals, 1 silver, 2 bronze medals, and 2 4th place! Most of the matches were 
finished by our students in under 2 minutes! For the final results, please check out 
our website at www.higherground.me and click on news! Thank you for your generous 
donations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Higher Ground Fundraiser! 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Youth 
Group is doing a Bake Sale at 7650 N 
Paseo Del Norte Tucson, AZ, 85704 on 
February 17

th
 at 12 noon! Tickets are for 

$10 only and all proceeds will go to 
Higher Ground. You are welcome to join 
us and taste some Youth baked 
goodies! 

 

Word from the Director 

It’s a new year! It’s already February 
and the month of love is already upon 
us! Can you believe it?  

I want to take this time to thank all of 
you for supporting our work. Also, 
this year, I would like to spend time 
with every single one of you and 
invite for coffee and a visit to our 
site. This will give you an opportunity 
to see the impact you have made and 
see how you can grow your 
investment with our students. Please 
email me at jansen@higherground.me 
or call me at 520 269 2674. 

Last year was a great year for us and 
we believe that this year is going to be 
even greater! I am fully recovered from 
my accident and I am even preparing 
myself for a jujutsu tournament! My 
oldest son Timothy is going to a bible 
college after he graduates this year and 
Kenji is doing his first jujutsu tournament 
this March! My wife and I are balancing 
our lives to ensure that Higher Ground 
and our family go hand in hand! 

God has been good to us and we have 
some exciting updates for you! Higher 
Ground is definitely growing in ways 
beyond our own doing. 

Thank you for being a part of the impact 
we make. 

Reaching a Higher Ground Together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expect More Arizona 
Nomination 

The Expect More Arizona Excellence 
Tour Spotlights what Arizonans are 
doing today to make progress toward 
world-class education and celebrates 
the kind of excellence we expect and 
believe must be available to all 
students.  

Higher Ground was selected as one of 
the many sites in Arizona to be 
highlighted in this tour! Help us win 
the award by voting everyday on every 
device on their website. 

Just type in: 

http://www.expectmorearizona.org/e
xcellence-tour/stories/higher-ground/ 

And click on Vote Now! 

Help us win! 
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Students of the Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEATURED COMMUNITY PARTNER 

Undisputed Tucson – Undisputed 
Tucson is the biggest martial arts 
gym in Tucson located at Stone and 
Speedway. They provide world class 
quality instruction in Brazilian 
Jujutsu, Boxing, MMA, and other arts. 
 
David Reilly, owner of Undisputed is 
heavily involved in giving back to the 
community. He partners with 
organizations like Higher Ground in 
order share his passion with at-risk 
youth. He also serves as a board 
member of Higher Ground 
 
 
 

 

Teah Parley – “I love Higher 
Ground because whenever I 
don’t understand something, I 
know they can explain it to 
me.” 

Teah came to Higher Ground 
because his brother was part of the 
football team. At first she was 
scared and wasn’t sure that she was 
going to enjoy it. After a couple of 
weeks, she quickly realized that 
Higher Ground was there to help 
her 

Nick Felix – “Higher Ground is really awesome! I 
would recommend it to anyone who wants to 
build confidence in themselves. It has helped me 
athletically and build myself up as a leader.” 

When Nick first came to Higher Ground, he was 
nervous and quiet. He got introduced into the youth 
center by one of his close friends who was part of 
Higher Ground’s football team. He wanted to join the 
football team and also knew that he needed help in his 
homework. After he met some of the volunteers and 
Mr. Jansen, he felt easy and began to think that he can 
belong here.  

Nick immediately blossomed with the accountability 
provided to him and the higher standard that was set 
before him. Soon, football was no longer the reason 
why he loved higher ground. He saw the opportunities 
for leadership and saw his grades going up.  

Nick said that his favorite part of Higher Ground is the 
homework help. “They help explain it in more detail 
and teach us things we missed in school.”  

A year into the program, he is now a confident young 
man who is a motivator and helps anyone get 
comfortable at Higher Ground. He is the quarterback 
and one of the team captains for the football team. He 
said Higher Ground is getting him closer to his dream of 
becoming an NFL football player. 

Visit our website and Donate at 
www.higherground.me 

Like us on Facebook: Higher Ground a 
Resource Center 

 

her understand things she was too 
embarrassed to ask help for.  

She then joined the jujutsu program of 
Higher Ground. She said that through 
jujutsu, she is able to stay active and 
learn new things she would have never 
tried. 

Despite her quiet appearance, Teah 
has become a jokester at Higher 
Ground, often coming to the directors 
to crack up a joke or say something to 
brighten up their day. 

Enclosed is a pre-addressed envelope for 
your convenience. 
 
Higher Ground a Resource Center 
Mailing: 2400 W Drexel Rd. Tucson, AZ 
85746 
Site: 4400 W Irvington Rd. Tucson, AZ 
85746 
520 269 2674 
jansen@higherground.me 
www.higherground.me 
 

Thank you! 

Stone Canyon Community Foundation 

Tohono Oodham Nation 

United Way of Southern Arizona 

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Dominator MMA 

Tucson Federal Credit Union 

The Sober Project 

Pima County 

Community Renewal 

Raytheon 

Moore, Masunas & Moore PLLC 

The Well Worship Center 

Eric Busby 

George Chardukian 

Undisputed Tucson 

Base Camp Echo 

Rosemont Copper 

 

Your Feedback is Important 
to us! 

Your feedback is something we 
would like to hear. If you would like to 
hear different things about Higher 
Ground to be included in the 
newsletter, please feel free to email 
me at jansen@higherground.me. 

In addition, if you would like to 
volunteer or come see the impact you 
have made to the students we serve, 
please feel free to contact me and 
schedule a site visit! 

Thank you for your continued 
support! 
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