
 

 
YOUR GIFT TO HIGHER GROUND MATCHED DOLLAR PER 
DOLLAR! 
 

MMA Fighter Dominick Cruz has decided to match dollar per dollar any 
donations made this month of December up $10,000! This is an exciting 

opportunity for you to double your investment with our youth! Any 

donation until December 31st will be matched!  
 
2 ways to donate: 
 
You can donate online at www.higherground.me/donate or 
 
Write a check to Higher Ground and send it to 101 W 44th St. Tucson, AZ 85713.  
 

We have enclosed a self-addressed envelope for you convenience and thank 
you in advance for your donation. 
 

Give a Year End Gift to Higher Ground and see it double! 
 

HURRY as this ENDS DECEMBER 31st 2014! 

 

Happy Holidays from Higher Ground! 
Lots of exciting things has happened and even more coming in January 2015! 
 

December 2014 

Tucson’s First Youth on the Rise Re-engagement Center 
 
The first re-engagement center will be located at Higher Ground a Resource Center on the south side of Tucson.  
 
Youth on the Rise (YOTR), leverages collective cross-sector and community-based leadership and investments of Pima 
County to improve pathways to education and employment for opportunity youth ages 16-19 who have dropped out of high 
school. This is an exciting new effort that will coordinate services, leverage resources, align strategies and improving 
policies, YOTR partners break down siloed systems and establish sustainable reforms. (Story continued on the back page) 

http://www.higherground.me/donate


 

 

“Higher Ground means everything to me… People here helped me 
with my anger, school, and family” – Ozzy 8th grade 
 
Osbaldo Burgos or known as Ozzy had a lot of reasons why he was sent to 
Higher Ground. He could barely get past a day in school without getting 
sent out for anger outbursts or being disrespectful to teachers. He had low 
grades and was having a lot of issues with his parents. 
 
He joined Higher Ground because there was nowhere else to go and his 
mother did not know what else to do. Upon joining, he joined jujutsu which 
according to him, saved his life. He began to get regular mentoring for his 
anger issues and allowed different people at Higher Ground to speak to his 
family situations and teach him self-control. Higher Ground also began to 
partner with his mother to work on home issues that were adding and 
resulting to the stress of Ozzy. 
 
After 4 months into the program he was ready for the next level. He began 
to help out other students during their homework time and assist in the 
coaching younger students. He felt the excitement of being a part of 
meaningful work with other students as well. He began to feel like Higher 
Ground was a part of his family.  
 

Now Ozzy has straight A’s and has only been sent out of the classroom 
once this school year. He feels better about himself and is constantly 
talking to other people about how to control their own anger. Ozzy himself 
now realizes what he needs to work on and has set those goals for himself. 
What started as jujutsu, now has become a second home to him, and has 
given him goals for his life. 
 
 Higher Ground a 
Resource Center, is a non-profit 
501c3 organization whose vision is to see our 
community invest in each other to build a 
resource center that will leave a legacy for 
the generations to come.  

Our mission is to Reaching individuals, 
Transforming families, and Elevating the 
community one life at a time by showing 
love and building character. 
 

Like us on our Facebook page... 
www.facebook.com/highergroundresourcecenter 
 
Enclosed is a self-addressed envelope for you 
convenience and thank you in advance for your 
donation. 
You can always give online on our website. 
www.higherground.me/donate  

NEWSLETTER 
Higher Ground a Resource Center 
101 W 44th St 
Tucson AZ 85713 
520 622 1425 
jansen@higherground.me 
www.higherground.me 

Our Stories of Lives Changed… 
Here are some highlight stories of the impact you have had on lives of 
families and youth… 

Tucson’s First Re-engagement 
Center (continued from front…) 
This re-engagement center will improve 3 
outcomes for our opportunity youth: 
1. High school graduation and GED 
attainment  

2. Post-secondary enrollment and 
credential completion  

3. Workforce readiness and gainful 
employment  
 

Student who have dropped out are called 
opportunity youth because they are seeking 
opportunities to establish themselves as 
productive citizens. Current statistics 
indicate that 9.3% of Tucson youth aged 16 
– 19 years old are opportunity youth. This 
phenomenon equates to an annual cost of 
$74,907,100 for Tucson taxpayers. For every 
dollar invested in effective programs for 
opportunity youth, the return is nearly $5 
over a life time. 
 
With over 20 different partners, United Way 
of Tucson and Southern Arizona, Higher 
Ground, TUSD, JTED, La Frontera, TYD, Pima 
County, and many others, Tucson’s 
Opportunity Youth have a clear support all 
the way until they get a career. 

 

CHANGE MORE LIVES, GIVE YOUR 
GIFT NOW AND SEE IT DOUBLE. 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.higherground.me/

