
 

 

 US DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION FEATURES 
HIGHER GROUND 
 
Higher Ground was featured at the 
home page of the US Department of 
Education for its outstanding efforts 
in education. 
 
US Department of Education made a 
visit to Tucson to see what our faith 
based partnerships efforts look like. 
After meeting with several 
organizations, leaders, elected 
officials, school officials, parents, and 
students, Higher Ground was chosen 
to be featured for their report. 
 
To read the article visit:  
http://www.ed.gov/blog/2014/04/hig
her-ground-in-tucson/ 
 
“It is a simple model that can be 
duplicated anywhere.” – Ken Bedell, 
US Department of Education in 
reference to Higher Ground. 
 

May 11th Mother/Daughter Tea 
 
The Well Worship Center will be hosting a Mother/Daughter Tea May 11th at 1pm. 
This will be a Fellowship and Traditional Tea Meal to bring Women & Girls together 
to encourage, build up and strengthen relationships. The cost is $20 a person and 
there will also be: 

 Guest speaker Mrs. Sybil Winans 

 A Silent Auction 

 Family Photos Available for $15 for a 5X7 
 
Bring a Tea Cup to exchange! For more information call 520-622-1425 or email 
Cheryl.lopez@thewell.me 
 

 

Spring Time at Higher Ground! 
We are excited to shed those winter blues and kick off the Spring Quarter! Look inside to see all the spring events 
coming our way! 

http://www.ed.gov/blog/2014/04/higher-ground-in-tucson/
http://www.ed.gov/blog/2014/04/higher-ground-in-tucson/


 

 
Testimony of the Month 
 

Meet Rudy Bracamonte. Rudy discovered 
Higher Ground through his Nana and has been 
attending for the last few months. When Rudy 
started attending Higher Ground, he was 
averaging “D’s” and “F’s”. As a lot of children 
that attend Higher Ground do, he was getting 
into trouble at home and school for not 
completing his homework, with math being his 
biggest struggle.   
 
Rudy has done a complete turnaround! He has 
been staying on top of his homework and 
seems much more motivated.  
 
Rudy is now getting all “A’s” and one “B.” A 
quote from his mother states, “Rudy has never 
had grades like this. Thank you so much for all 
you do for him. He is really happy to be there 
and feels like he ‘belongs.’ He’s never really had 
that before.”  
 
Rudy’s transformation is incredible. 
  
SUPPORT MORE STUDENTS AND LIFE 
CHANGING TRANSFORMATIONS BY 
DONATING TO HIGHER GROUND!  
Send via check, or online at 
www.higherground.me/donate 
 
 

Winter Updates! 
 
Christmas Party 
Last December 21st, Gospel Rescue Mission, The Well Worship Center, 
& Higher Ground held their annual Christmas Party at Wakefield Middle 
School. Together 7,590 toys, 1500 pairs of shoes, 4500 hot dogs, and 
5000 popcorn bags were given away. What an amazing day!  
 
This will become an annual event at Higher Ground to give the children 
of our neighborhood a Christmas despite the circumstances they are in. 

 
Ward V Community Service Award 
Our Executive Director, Mr. Jansen Azarias, was presented with the 
Ward V Community Service Award by Council Member Richard Fimbres. 
This is in honor of the work Higher Ground at Wakefield has done 
within the 5 months we have been working in the community.  
 

2014 Higher Ground Open 
 Higher Ground had its 2nd Annual Grappling tournament.  March 29th, 
at its location at Wakefield Middle School. We had over 100 
competitors participate in the ONLY grappling tournament in Tucson. 
We had people from Phoenix, Denver, Hermosillo, and California for the 
tournament. 16 of our very own students at Higher Ground competed. 
Of the 16 students, we took home 4 gold medals, 8 silver medals, and 4 
bronze medals. Majority of the 16 students had never been involved in 
any sports competition before. 
 
For pictures go to higherground.me 
 

Impact Inside One Of Our Public Schools 
Tucson Unified School District has asked Higher Ground to expand its 
reach by not only serving after school, but also during school hours. 
Hollinger K-8th School, located a block away from our current location, is 
now working with Higher Ground, The Well Worship Center, and 
4Tucson to help alleviate any transitional issues.  
 
Currently we have math tutoring classes, intra-murals and monthly 
student assemblies. We have also accepted students from Hollinger 
into our Higher Ground Youth Center.  According to one of the school 
administrators, “Ever since Higher Ground and The Well have come in, 
we have seen a huge positive change and difference.” 
 

Higher Ground Youth Center is a project of 
Higher Ground a 
Resource Center, a non-profit 
501c3 organization whose vision is to see our 
community invest in each other to build a 
resource center that will leave a legacy for 
the generations to come. Higher Ground 
Youth Center’s mission is to Reach, 
Transform, Elevate students’ academic 
success and positive identity to build leaders 
in the community. 

Like us on our Facebook page... 
www.facebook.com/highergroundresourcecenter 
Enclosed is a self addressed envelope for you 
convenience and thank you in advance for your 
donation. 
You can always give online on our website. 
www.higherground.me  

NEWSLETTER 
Higher Ground a Resource Center 
101 W 44th St 
Tucson AZ 85713 
520 622 1425 
jansen@higherground.me 
www.higherground.me 

Our Stories of Lives Changed… 
Here are some highlight stories of the  
impact you have had on lives of families  
and youth… 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.higherground.me/


 

Thank you to our many Sponsors 
Stone Canyon Community Foundation Tucson Conquistadors 
Tucson Business Interiors  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
Tohono Oodham Nation  NABJJF 
Bruce and Nikki Halle Foundation Sundt 
AGM Container Controls  Undisputed Tucson 
United Way of Southern Arizona  La Frontera 
Bookmans Entertainment Exchange Freedom RV   
Tucson Federal Credit Union  Cirrus Printing 
Native American Advancement  K Love   
Total Care Connections  Advertising Partners 
Academy of Driving   Maka’s Services LLC 
The Well Worship Center  Arizona Business Equipment 
Eric Busby    Tucson Appliance 
George Chardukian   Pima County 
Gracie Barra Tucson   Raytheon  
Base Camp Echo   Moore, Masunas & Moore PLLC 
Rosemont Copper   Community Renewal 
The Sober Project   Vida Nueva Church 
Dominator MMA   St. Pius X 
Desert Diamond Casino  Hacienda Del Sol 
Gospel Rescue Mission  Midvale StoragePark 

 

We started this school year moving into the 70 year old 
Wakefield Middle School, we have made some changes to 
the facility. Now we have 150 students that attend our 
youth center and has impact inside Hollinger K-8th school on 
a daily basis. 
 
We have also expanded our partnerships in the community 
and Higher Ground is now offering even more services for 
the community. 
 

2013 – 2014 Review  
 

      HIGHLIGHTS  
 Through our partnership with Pima Community College, Higher 

Ground is for the first time, offering full one year scholarship to 
selected high school students who volunteer or work at Higher 
Ground as Life Changers. John Paul Savala is one of the 
recipients and he is the first in his family to graduate high 
school and now, go to college! 

 Within 2 years of establishing a jujutsu program, we have won 
over 55 medals in tournaments both locally and out-of-state. 
This includes 20 Gold Medals. Majority of the students in 
jujutsu have the highest risk factors and show the most 
significant life changes! 

 Hosting the 3rd Annual Youth and Peace Conference. We had 
over 200 youth and adults who participated in this event and 
had proclamations from the city of South Tucson and Tucson 
City. 
 

 

 Partnership with Bookman’s Entertainment 
Exchange has given us a brand new reading corner in 
our art room called Bookman’s Book Nook! Thanks to 
the effort of our Life Changers Dick and Peggy 
Pearson, our younger students can now enjoy and 
love reading! 

 Recent partnership with Raytheon, University of 
Phoenix, and La Frontera has created our newest 
recreational elective – the Virtual Reality Class! This 
brand new program teaches students to design their 
own 3d models and then experience it as it comes to 
life through a 3d projector! 

 We need $4,000 to buy our own 3d projector so 
students can see their own models at Higher Ground 
Computer Lab! Please donate! 


